The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Waunakee, WI, Inc.
Our purpose: “To Know Jesus Christ and to make Christ Known”

Annual Summer Congregational Meeting – June 14, 2026

Pastor Will Wilson, Moderator 						Lolly Lawrence, Clerk of Session

The Annual Summer Meeting was called to order by Pastor Will Wilson at 10:35 a.m. on June 14, 2026. Session Clerk, Lolly Lawrence, declared a quorum. Pastor Will led us in prayer. He explained that the purpose of the meeting was to elect new church leaders and acknowledge the work of our current and outgoing leaders.

Jim Fitzgerald, elder for adult nurture and spiritual growth, was introduced and asked to present nominations for 2026.

Jim introduced and thanked the 2026 nominating committee. Members of the committee are:

Elected by the Congregation: 	Eileen Mathwig (chair), Jim Fitzgerald, Carla Myers, Joel Lewis
Appointed by the Session: 	Elders Ryan Horst and Leslie Strangfeld
Appointed by the Deacons: 	Deacons Jamie Roberts and Sharon Mikkelson

Jim described the process the committee followed to select nominees for upcoming terms. The committee was applauded by Pastor Will and the congregation for the stellar job done.
 
Jim presented nominees for the office of elder:

Adult Nurture and Spiritual Growth	Jim Fitzgerald | Class of 2029
Stewardship				Phil Greenwood | Class of 2029
Fellowship				Lisa Lerdahl | Class of 2029
Student Ministry			Brice Wallace| Class of 2029

There were no nominees from the floor. A motion was taken to accept these nominees and passed unanimously.

Jim Fitzgerald presented nominees for the office of deacon:

Judy Fitzgerald | Class of 2029			Ruth Gissell | Class of 2029
Jane Grimstad-Kalshoven | Class of 2029		Harold Tack | Class of 2029
Ron Karzel | Class of 2027

There were no nominees from the floor. A motion was taken to accept these nominees and passed unanimously.





Jim Fitzgerald presented nominees for the 2026-2027 Nominating Committee, from the congregation at large:

Brian Pittelli       Alan Roberts       Lauren Serebin       Allison Tardiff

There were no nominees from the floor. A motion was taken to accept these nominees and passed unanimously. 

New elders and deacons will be ordained in church on June 28, 2026, by prayer and the laying on of hands. 
 
Pastor Will Wilson recognized outgoing elders Barb Cash, Emily Bauer, and Krista Wallace and outgoing deacons David Good, Cindy May, Sharon Mikkelson and Beth Mueller. 

Monty Cordell then provided an FPC financial update.

Pastor Wilson provided a pastor’s report, including updates regarding the next several weeks and months. It is as follows:
It has been my practice in the summers to take a break from the pulpit. I love what I do, but, having done this for almost a decade, I have found that around this time of the year I am ready for a mental rest from the demands of the pulpit. For us preachers Sunday comes every three days, and I am deeply grateful to the session for allowing me to take this extended break each summer to rejuvenate for the next program year. Next Sunday will be my last Sunday in the pulpit until August 16th. Don’t worry, I have lined up an exciting roster of preachers to keep things going.
This break from the pulpit happens to coincide with some planned study leave to work on the PhD dissertation and paternity leave. So, from July 1 through August 26 I will be out of the office, and in my absence, the session has concurred with my request to appoint Angela as acting head of staff. She will not supervise the associate pastor and cannot moderate session, but outside of those exceptions, she has agreed to serve in this capacity while I am on study and paternity leave. I am grateful. Ben will be on hand to provide continuity in worship leadership and pastoral care.
Speaking of Ben, in the fall of 2024, the session approved Ben’s request for a four-month sabbatical beginning this September and concluding at the end of this year. I asked the session to budget 10 hours a week for another minister to help with the pastoral care needs of the congregation during Ben’s absence. I am grateful for the session’s willingness to do this. This fall I will be assisted by the Rev. Dr. Kristin Frederich.
Kristin first moved to Waunakee in 1996 – before there was even one stoplight! The family moved from Scotland. There Kristin pastored with the Church of Scotland and studied at Aberdeen University for her Ph.D. in Theology. After relocating, Kristin served as Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation and Discipleship at Christ Presbyterian Church in Madison. Six years later, Kristin was called by Eastern Seminary in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to become their Dean of Student Formation and Professor of Theology. After several years, the family found they missed the schools and community in Wisconsin and decided to return to Waunakee. Her sons Joel and Tom graduated from WHS in 2005 and 2007. During this time, Kristin served the First Presbyterian Church of Cambria, Wisconsin for 18 years.
Kristin lives with her husband, Steve Bowie. Their adult children live in Washington D.C., Minnesota and Singapore. They enjoy visits to and from their three grandchildren. Kristin loves to read and to watch her small garden grow. Most of all, Kristin is passionate about serving Christ in His Church. She is really looking forward to meeting you!

A motion to adjourn the meeting was taken, seconded and approved at 10:55 a.m. 
 
Pastor Will closed the meeting in prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,


Lolly Lawrence, Clerk of Session
FPC Waunakee
